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Happy St. Brigid’s Day!  
We celebrate St. Brigid's Day on February 1st. Our 
pupils have been learning about St. Brigid and the 
many stories of her kindness and generosity to 
everyone she met, especially the poor and the sick.  
One of the traditions associated with St Brigid's Day is 
the weaving of Brigid's crosses from rushes, which are 
then placed over doorways and windows to protect 
the home from harm.  Many of our pupils have been 
busy this week weaving St. Brigid’s crosses from 
rushes and card.    
We hope that these special crosses will bring St. 
Brigid’s blessings into your homes in the year ahead.  
  
 

We Sing a Song to Brigid 
 We sing a song to Brigid. 
 Brigid brings the spring.  
Awakens all the fields and the flowers  
And calls the birds to sing.  
 
 All were welcome at her door. 
 No-one was turned away. 
 She loved the poor, the sick and the sore,  
She helped them on their way.  
 

 
We sing a song to Brigid.  
Brigid brings the spring. 
Awakens all the fields and the flowers 
And calls the birds to sing. 
 
She laid her cloak out on the ground 
 And watched it grow and grow.  
In wells and streams and fields of green, 
 Saint Brigid’s blessings flow.    
 
 

Beannachtaí na Féile Bríde  
oraibh go léir! 
 

 
School Assembly 
Mr Millane welcomed everyone to our first assembly 
of the New Year. He commended our pupils for all the 
hard work which has been done during the first term 
of the school year. He encouraged everyone to keep 
up the good work in the term ahead.  
He reminded us that we will be celebrating St. Brigid’s 
Day this weekend and we will enjoy a day off school in 
her honour.  He asked everyone to be like St. Brigid 
and to be kind and friendly to others at school. 
 
Mr Millane wished our Credit Union quiz teams well in 
Round 1 of the quiz which takes place on Friday 7th 
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February, 2025. He also commended pupils for taking 
part in the Community Games art and handwriting 
competitions.  
 
 Mr Millane also encouraged everyone to get writing 
and to enjoy being part of the ‘Our Class Book’ 
project. It will be exciting to read all the class books 
when they are published. 
 
 Finally, the class teachers gave out ‘Dalta na Míosa’ 
certs to the following students:    
 
Daltaí na Míosa 
Junior Infants: Michael McGann 
Senior Infants: Freddie Quinn 
1st Class: Hannah Collins & Christopher O’Haire 
2nd Class: Liam Vaughan & Ava Dillon  
3rd Class: Donnacha McNamara & Chloe O’Rourke 
4th Class: Cillian Noone, Kayla Murphy, Tommy 
O’Connor 
5th Class: Jared Hudson 
6th Class: Henry O’Shea & Meaghan Glynn 
 

 
 
Credit Union School Quiz 2025 
The annual Credit Union School Quiz (Stage 1) will 
take place on Friday, 7th February 2025 in The Inn at 
Dromoland at 6.00 pm.   
Our school has entered two teams, and the pupils 
involved are looking forward to an enjoyable evening.  
We wish them the very best of luck on Friday! 
 
The U11 team members are Gearóid McNamara, 
Elsie O’Grady, Cara Dillon, Kayden Greene 
 
The U13 team members are Michael O’Reilly, Sinéad 
O’Reilly, Ciara Wallace & CJ O'Doherty. 
 

  
 
Our Class Book 
All our pupils are excited to take part in ‘Our Class 
Book’ project this year.  Pupils in each classroom are 
busy working on a class book.  This is a nice 
opportunity for them to take on the role of author and 
illustrator as every child contributes a page of writing 
and an illustration or picture to the class book.    
We hope to have the class books published by the end 
of April.  Parents/guardians can log into Aladdin and  
pre-order a copy of their child’s book for €13 per book 
for a soft copy and €18 per book for a hard copy.  
Further details will be forwarded via Aladdin.   

 

Marion Keane Basketball tournament 

The girls and boys from 4th to 6th classes will take part 
in the annual Marion Keane Basketball tournament 
which will take place in Gurteen on Wednesday 12th 
February. 
 
Following the opening rounds being played,   
Semi-Finals and Finals for girls will be played on 
Wednesday 9th April in Ennis N. S. 
 
Semi-Finals and Finals for boys will be held on 
Thursday, 10th April in Ennis N.S. 
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End of school year Assessment  
A reminder to parents/guardians that the 

standardised tests in literacy and maths for pupils in 

Senior Infants class up to 6th class will take place 

during the two weeks of May 19th and 26th.  It is 

important that all children attend school during these 

two weeks to complete these assessments.    

 

 
 
Stay Safe Programme 
All classes will be engaging in a personal safety 
education programme called ‘Stay Safe’ which will be 
implemented this term.  
 
The Stay Safe programme is part of the Social, 
Personal and Health Education curriculum which all 
primary schools are required to implement. 
Co-operation between parents and teachers is 
essential to the success of this programme. 
Parents/ guardians can familiarise themselves with the 
content of the Stay Safe lessons at: 
www.staysafe.ie/teachers/resources.htm. 
Please contact your child’s class teacher if you wish to 
discuss the programme further. 
 

 
Food Dudes 
Food Dudes is Ireland's national healthy eating 
programme for primary schools. It works by positively 
changing children's attitudes towards eating fresh 
fruit and vegetables. This is achieved by combining 
three key elements - repeated tasting, rewards and 
role modelling.   
All our pupils enjoyed participating in this programme 
last week and again this week for the Infants-1st 
classes.  They all enjoyed tasting and eating a variety 
of different fruit and vegetables each day.  We hope 
that they will appreciate how important it is to eat 
healthily and understand how choosing to eat fruit 
and vegetables every day can contribute to a healthy 
lifestyle.  
 
 

 
 
FAI Schools Primary 5s Programme 
Our school has entered four teams in the FAI Schools 
Primary 5s Programme. Boys and girls in the senior  
classes will have the opportunity to participate in this 
fun ‘blitz format’ competition. 
 
Local and regional competitions will begin in early 
February and run throughout March and April. The 
Provincial Finals will take place in late April while the 
National Finals will be held on Wednesday June 11th 
at the Aviva Stadium, Dublin.  Best of luck to all our 
teams. 
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Farm Safety Tractor  
An Garda Síochána are currently promoting farm and 
road safety in County Clare.  Community Engagement 
Gardaí are currently bringing a tractor to different 
communities to support their road and farm safety 
training. The New Holland T6.155 tractor marks the 
first ‘Garda tractor’ to be used on the roads and has 
been loaned from WR Shaw Ltd in Tullamore, Co. 
Offaly to the Garda fleet. The tractor is being used for 
farm safety training in primary schools and to engage 
with the public by meeting farmers at local marts to 
speak about farm safety.   
 
All our pupils met with Garda Lorraine and Garda Edel 
last week and listened to their talk on the importance 
of taking care when driving on the roads and when 
using machinery on the farm. They were all highly 
impressed with the New Holland tractor and many 
took the opportunity to climb into it to get a better 
look!  Hopefully, this presentation will encourage 
them to follow safety advice when driving and 
working on the farm in future. This initiative follows 
on from the recently launched ‘Engage, Educate & 
Empower’ farm safety project by AgriKids and Irish 
Rural Link. https://www.agrikids.ie/blog-
posts/engage-educate-empower---community-led-
education-with-irish-rural-link 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Cumann na mBunscol 
Cumann na mBunscol is the voluntary organisation of 
primary school teachers who promote our native 
games of camogie, hurling, football, rounders, 
handball and athletics. The philosophy of ‘Cumann na 
mBunscol’ is to promote Gaelic games in an 
atmosphere of fun and enjoyment and to make Gaelic 
Games the games of choice in our Primary Schools.  
The ‘Cumann na mBunscol’ indoor hurling and 
camogie competitions will go ahead on in February 
 

 

World Book Day - Thursday 6th March: 
World Book Day 2025 will take place on 6th March. 
This annual celebration of authors, illustrators, books 
and the joy of reading is one we all look forward to 
every year.  This year the theme of the festival is to 
invite children to ‘Read Your Way’. Research shows 
that children often that feel reading is something they 
must do, rather than something they choose to do. 
‘Read Your Way’ encourages everyone to let go of 
reading pressures and expectations and empowers 
children and young people to have fun discovering 
reading on their own terms. Go to the World Day 
website for more information. 
https://www.worldbookday.com/celebrating-world-
book-day/ 

https://www.agrikids.ie/blog-posts/engage-educate-empower---community-led-education-with-irish-rural-link
https://www.agrikids.ie/blog-posts/engage-educate-empower---community-led-education-with-irish-rural-link
https://www.agrikids.ie/blog-posts/engage-educate-empower---community-led-education-with-irish-rural-link
https://www.worldbookday.com/celebrating-world-book-day/
https://www.worldbookday.com/celebrating-world-book-day/
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Crusheen NS is now taking enrolments for children 
that will be starting school with us in September 2025. 
Parents can download our enrolment forms on our 
school website 
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/3930816
9/schoolenrolmentapplicationform_crusheen_ns_202
6.pdf  
and  
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/3930816
9/des_pod_letter_to_parents_2025_2026_crusheen_n
s.pdf and email/post it to the school. Alternatively, 
you can contact the school at 065 6827183 and request 
to have an enrolment form sent to you or you can 
email crusheen@crusheennns.com. 
 

 
 
First Holy Communion Mass 2025 
The celebration of the First Holy Communion Mass 
will take place on Saturday 10th May 2025 at St. 
Cronan's Church, Crusheen. 
 
Confirmation Mass 2025  
The celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation will 
take place on Saturday 5th April 2025 at St. Cronan's 
Church, Crusheen. 
 
Family Masses:   
Thanks to Fr. Des for his celebration of the family 
Masses with the families of the pupils who are 
receiving the sacraments of First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation this year.  Thanks also to the 
readers and to Nicola, Áine and Crusheen Youth Choir 
for their support at these Masses. 

The Family Masses for First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation candidates will continue on the 
following days:   

  

 Sunday March 9th Crusheen Church 9.30 a.m.  

 Sunday March 30th Crusheen Church 9.30 a.m.  
 
 
Crusheen Tubber Ballinruan Community Games 
Crusheen Tubber Ballinruan Community Games  
invited pupils to enter their local handwriting and art 
competitions.  
 
The handwriting competition is for U10 & U12, and the 
art competitions is for U8, U10, U12 & U14. 
 
Best of luck to all the pupils in the competitions. 
 
 A reminder that children must be living in the parishes 
of Crusheen, Tubber and Ballinruan to enter the 
Community Games competitions in this Parish.  
 

 
 
Crusheen National School Parents’ Association 
The school Parents’ Association committee is: 
Joint Chairperson: Anne Drumm /Claire Harkin 
Joint Treasurer: Dirk Ludwig/Zara Noone 
Secretary: Eilís Thompson 
 
Please note that the parents’ representatives for 
the classes this year are: 
Junior Infants: Aishling Darcy 087-1245814 
Senior Infants: Olivia Hever  089 211307 
First Class: Caroline Dillon 083 3591440 
Second Class: Celina Forde 087 7720970  
Third Class: Norah Wallace 083 8444882   
Fourth Class: Natasha Bourke 087 1250232 
Fifth Class Norah Wallace 083 8444882 
Sixth Class: Claire Harkin 087 7582063 
 
 

https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/schoolenrolmentapplicationform_crusheen_ns_2026.pdf
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/schoolenrolmentapplicationform_crusheen_ns_2026.pdf
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/schoolenrolmentapplicationform_crusheen_ns_2026.pdf
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/des_pod_letter_to_parents_2025_2026_crusheen_ns.pdf
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/des_pod_letter_to_parents_2025_2026_crusheen_ns.pdf
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/des_pod_letter_to_parents_2025_2026_crusheen_ns.pdf
mailto:crusheen@crusheennns.com
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The Parents Association would like to bring your 
attention to the following dates for the remainder of 
the school year.  
These events are opportunities to have fun, come 
together, make memories and raise some vital funds 
for resources in the school. 
 
February: 
14th - Crazy Hair Day - €2 per child. Let your 
imagination flow for some wild and wacky hairstyles. 
28th - Coffee Morning in Community Centre, 
donations welcome on the day.  
A chance for all parents to come together in an 
informal way, to meet up, eat cake and have the 
chats.  
 
March: 
6th - World Book Day - Dress up and Donate towards 

extending school library 📚 
Small prize for best dressed in each class. 
21st - Favourite Jersey Day - €2 per child An 
opportunity to share your love of sport with your 
classmates. 
 
April: 
11th - Family Friendly Disco. Time to be confirmed. 
Family Fun before Easter Holidays. Come along, 
dance the evening away and show off your best dance 
moves with the kids. 
Spot prizes for best dance moves! 
 
June: 
Date to be Confirmed 
Wellness Walkabout - A family friendly event with 
emphasis on enjoying the beauty of the locality, 
encouraging exploring our local environment and 
excercise! 

 

 
 
 
 
Crusheen NS - Upcoming School Events  
 
February 

 The school will be closed on Monday 3rd 
February –St. Brigid’s Bank holiday 

 Cumann na mBunscol indoor hurling on 
Wednesday 5th February at 10.00 am in Ennis 
National School. (4th & 5th boys) 

 The Credit Union Quiz (Round 1) takes place on 
Friday 7th   February at ‘The Inn at Dromoland’ 
at 6p.m.  

 Marion Keane boys and girls Basketball 
deferred to Wednesday 12th February 2025 

 ‘Cumann na mBunscol’ indoor camogie on 
Thursday 13th February at 10.00 am in Ennis 
National School. (4th & 5th girls) 

 The school will be closed on Thursday 20th and 
Friday 21st February 2025. 

 Clare FAI Schools Primary 5s – TBC  
 
March 

 World Book Day Thursday 6th March 

 The school will close on Friday 14th March and 
Monday 17th March for the St. Patrick’s Day 
celebrations. 

 Closing date for Our Class Book -31st March   
 

April  
 

 Saturday 5th April – Confirmation Mass in St. 
Cronan’s Church, Crusheen. 
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 The school will close on Friday 11th April at 
12.30 p.m. for the Easter break and will re-
open on Monday 28th April. 

May  

 The school will close on Monday 5th May  
 

 Saturday 10th May, First Holy Communion 
Mass in St. Cronan's Church, Crusheen. 
 

 Standardised Tests will take place during the 
two weeks of 19th and 26th of May.  

 

 The school will close on Friday 30th May 
 

June 

 The school will close on Monday 2nd June and 
Tuesday 3rd June and will re-open on 
Wednesday 4th June. 
 

Summer Holidays 

 The school will close on Wednesday 25th June 
at 12:30pm. 

 
 
 

 
 

Keeping children safe at the school gate 
Some simple things you can do to help keep children 
safe around the school gate are as follows: 

 Drive safely and obey the speed limits. 

 Park so that your child can leave the car on the 
footpath side away from traffic. 

 Pay attention to other children at the side and 
behind your car when parking, dropping off or 
setting off. 

 Park so you don’t block the flow of traffic or 
access for emergency vehicles (don’t double 
park). 

 Do not stop or park where there are yellow zig-
zag lines along the edge of the road  

 Do not park in a way that would block the 
school entrance or exit, residents’ driveways or 
junctions. 

 Do not park at bus stops or private parking 
spots. 

 
 
Headlice 
Please find attached a useful link on how to deal with 
lice. https://www.schooldays.ie/articles/Dealing-with-
head-lice 
 

 
Update contact details on Aladdin 
Keeping parents/guardians informed of all that is 
happening in our school community is very important 
to us.   
 
Please check your child/children’s details on Aladdin 
schools to ensure they are correct.  Please inform the 
school if you have moved address or changed contact 
number.  Please email us at 
crusheen@crusheennns.com if you are not receiving 
school notifications. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.schooldays.ie/articles/Dealing-with-head-lice
https://www.schooldays.ie/articles/Dealing-with-head-lice
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