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School Assembly 

On Wednesday November 27th all classes gathered 

for our school assembly.  Mr Millane reminded 

pupils about being careful on the yard in the 

mornings and about taking care of the school 

environment. 

Many of our pupils have experienced success in 

various sporting, art and dancing events recently.  

Mr Millane congratulated the Irish dancers in our 

school for all their long hours of hard work in 

preparation for the Irish Dancing Championships 

over the past few weeks and he also congratulated 

the pupils who have qualified for the 2025 World 

Irish Dancing Championships which will be held 

next April in Dublin. The pupils who took part in 

the dancing championships over the weekend were:   

Aidan Dillon, Hannah Forde, Pearl Drumm, 

Arwen Keane, Donal Óg Dillon, Erin Noone, 

Sarah Griffin, Faye Colleran, Clodagh Moroney, 

Emily Griffin.  

Mr Millane congratulated Olivia Chernel and 

Maeve Wallace who were winners in the recent 

Credit Union Art Competition. Oliva came in 2nd 

place in County Clare while Maeve came in 1st 

place in their age categories. Congratulations to the 

girls and we wish them well in the next part of the 

competition!     

Next, Mr Millane congratulated the girls who took 

part in the Clare National Schools Cross Country 

Running Finals. They put on a great team 

performance and secured 3rd place in the U10 team 

event. They are Elsie O’Grady, Mia Jasinska, 

Cara Dillon, Faye Colleran, Fiadh Hassett and 

Fiadh Woods. The girls were presented their 

bronze medals by Mr Gantley who accompanied 

them to Lees Road on the day.      

Congratulations also to Elsie O’Grady and to 

Ryan and Cian Vaughan who represented their 

running club ‘Ennis Track’ in the Munster and 

123.ie National Athletics competitions.  Cian and 

Elsie secured 2nd place in their respective running 

events.  

Mr Millane also presented our Student Council 

members for 2023-2024 with special certificates to 

acknowledge them for their work on the Student 

Council last year. They are Erin Noone, Cian 

Vaughan, Michael O’Reilly and Luke 

Hanrahan. We will be forwarding certs to 

Caoimhe O’Brien and Lia Mc Allen who are now 

in secondary school.  

Welcome to Michal Gabinek to Junior Infants 

class.  We know Michal will enjoy making lots of 

new friends in Crusheen NS. 

Finally, the class teachers awarded ‘Dalta na 

Míosa’ and Handwriting certificates to pupils in 

each class. ‘Maith sibh’ to the following pupils:  

mailto:crusheen@crusheennns.com
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Daltaí na Míosa 

Junior Infants: Dara D’Arcy  

Senior Infants: Dan Ryan 

1st Class: Fionn O’Grady, Thomas McGann 

2nd Class: Kayla Dillon & Cian McMullan 

3rd Class: Ruairí Bourke, Alina Thompson 

4th Classs: Ellie Horgan, Alannah O’Haire 

5th Class: Gearóid McNamara & Darragh 

Donnellon 

6th Class: Sophie Guerin & Sinéad O’Reilly 

 

Handwriting Awards 

Junior Infants: Edie Drumm 

Senior Infants: Sienna Greene 

1st Class: Danny McMahon, Donnacha O’Sullivan 

2nd Class: Ava Dillon 

3rd Class: Siún O’Sullivan, Sarah Griffin 

4th Classs: Cillian O’Donnell, Annie Murphy 

5th Class:  Fiadh Hassett, Darragh Donnellan 

6th Class: Saoirse Dillon, Meaghan Glynn 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Performances 

Christmas is coming and pupils in every class are 

busy preparing for their Christmas show. Pupils 

are enjoying learning lines and new songs as well 

as organising a costume for their role in the play! 

(Hopefully, they can reuse and recycle as much as 

possible!)  

 

We would like to invite our parents to attend our 

class performances for Christmas on December 

18th. 

 The classes will perform at the following times:  

 

  

9:45-10.30am ‘The First Christmas’ presented by 

2nd  class (Ms. Talty)  

 

10.30-11.15 am ‘Present for the Baby ‘presented 

by Junior Infants and Senior Infants classes. (Ms. 

Murray) 

 

 

11.15-12.00 ‘A Midwife Crisis’ presented by 1st 

Class (Ms. Considine) 

 

12.00-12.45 pm ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ 

presented by 4th and 5th classes (Mr. Gantley) 

 

 

12.45-1.30 pm  ‘Christmas Spirit – The 

conversion of Mrs. Scrooge’ presented by 3rd and 

4th classes 

 (Mrs. Quinn) 

 

 

1.30-2.15pm ‘Lights, Camel, Action’ presented by 

5th and 6th classes (Mr. Millane)  

We look forward to meeting lots of parents, 

grandparents and family members on the day! 

 

 

 

Buddy Reading 

 

We were all delighted to take part in ‘Buddy 

Reading’ again this week. All pupils were paired 

up with pupils in other classes to read together and 

talk about the books they were reading. 

As always we had fun reading together. Hopefully 

Santa will bring us some nice books when he 

comes this year! 
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Christmas Sponsorship Card Fundraiser 

Many thanks to the parents for organising the 

annual Christmas Sponsorship Card Draw 2024.  

The funding raised will be put towards the 

purchase of school resources.  The Christmas draw 

will take place during the week of 16th December 

2024.  

 

Sponsorship cards have been distributed to 

families.  Each household is asked to complete the 

sponsorship card and return the card and money to 

the school by Friday 13th December 2024.  

Parents can also transfer the money raised via 

Epayments on Aladdin.  Please remember to return 

the sponsorship card for the draw in good time as 

only cards that are returned to the school can be 

included in the draw.   

 

Many thanks to the many sponsors who have 

contributed spot prizes for this year’s fundraising 

draw. The school would appreciate the support of 

all parents with this year’s Christmas fundraiser 

and are very grateful to everyone who has 

supported them this year.  

 

The Late Late Toyshow Treat Boxes 
 

 

 Late Late Toyshow Treat Boxes 
Now Available 

€10 per box 

Contact Tasha (087)1250232 
All proceeds to Crusheen N.S. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orders must be placed before 
Monday 2nd December. 
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Student Council 2024-2025 

The newly elected Student Council held its first 

meeting on 8/11/24. The new members were 

appointed to positions on the Student Council as 

follows: 

 Patrick and Adah were appointed as joint 

Chairpersons.  

 Joey and Ciara were appointed to the role 

of Secretary. 

 Liam and Arwen were appointed to the 

role of P.R.O. 

 Luke and Elsie were appointed to the role 

of Treasurer.  

 

They are looking forward to working together to 

support the pupils and the work of our school. We 

discussed Anti-Bullying week 2024. The Student 

Council members then went around to the 

classrooms to speak to the classes. They asked 

pupils to consider how we can make our school a 

happier place for all students. Pupils discussed 

the matter with their teachers during Anti-Bullying 

week. They then wrote down their ideas on a slip of 

paper and placed them into the Student Suggestion 

box in their classroom. The Student Council will 

read the pupil suggestions at the next Student 

Council Meeting. We are looking forward to getting 

some good ideas!  

 

We hope that we can all work together to keep our 

school a happy and friendly place for all our pupils 

and staff this year! 

 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal 

 

Many thanks to all our families for the wonderful 

support they gave to this year’s ‘Team Hope’s’ 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal.  This year our school 

contributed a total of 95 Christmas gift boxes to 

the annual campaign that delivers these special gift 

boxes to children affected by poverty all over the 

world.  

 

Christmas Shoe Boxes 

 

Boxes full of gifts, 

Wrapped up well for Christmas time, 

We send them with love! 
 

Haiku poem by Alina and Maeve 3rd class 
 

 
School Closure 
The school will be closed tomorrow Friday 29th 

November to facilitate voting in the General 

Election 2024.   https://www.rte.ie/news/election-

24/2024/1116/1479187-simple-guide-general-

election-2024/ 

 

https://www.rte.ie/news/election-24/2024/1116/1479187-simple-guide-general-election-2024/
https://www.rte.ie/news/election-24/2024/1116/1479187-simple-guide-general-election-2024/
https://www.rte.ie/news/election-24/2024/1116/1479187-simple-guide-general-election-2024/
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Science Week 11th-15th November 

 

1st Class 

Students in 1st class enjoyed a fun-filled Science 

Week with Ms. Coughlan. They learned about the 

importance of heat and identified sources of heat 

around them. They performed a Skittles 

experiment to examine the effect of heat on sugar 

and food colouring. They also learned about static 

electricity and friction with balloons. Everyone’s 

hair was standing up when rubbed with a balloon; 

it was very funny! Finally, they examined how 

wind is used as a force to move objects. They 

enjoyed a Malteser and straw race where they went 

head-to-head with each other to see who could 

blow the Malteser across the finish line!! 

 

2nd Class 

The pupils learned about scientists Stephen 

Hawking, Florence Nightingale and Albert 

Einstein.  During Science week the pupils carried 

out many different experiments including 

‘Rainbow in a jar’, ‘Investigating our senses’, 

‘Energy and forces’. Everyone really enjoyed 

taking part in the different scientific activities for 

Science Week.  

3rd & 4th Classes 

The pupils in 3rd & 4th classes enjoyed lots of fun 

activities and challenges during Science Week. 

They designed and made bridges. With partners, 

they also designed ramps, and they had great fun 

testing them with toy cars. They also made ‘snow 

fluff’ and they blew bubbles inside bubbles! 

 

4th & 5th classes  

4th & 5th class would like to say that they really 

enjoyed Science Week. We did some interesting 

experiments during the week.  We did a ‘Coca 

Cola and Mentos’ experiment called ‘Tornado in a 

Bottle’ and ‘The Inflatable Balloon’.  They were 

all extremely cool!  We all think that Science 

Week is a week that we will never forget.  By 

Cara Dillon   

During the ‘rocket experiment’, baking soda and 

vinegar were mixed in a bottle to create a rocket 

reaction. The soda and the vinegar reacted, and the 

mixture ‘exploded’ and forced the cork to pop off 

and the rocket to launch.  By Moya Hanrahan 

5th & 6th Classes  

For Science week, our class did two different 

experiments.  The first one we did was to construct 

a ‘tin foil tower’. We were given 1m of tin foil and 

had to make the tallest tower possible.  The 

winning tower reached the height of 84 cm and the 

smallest just above 20cm.  Next, we made 

‘spaghetti bridges.’ We had to build bridges using 

spaghetti, tape and plasticene. The ‘bridges’ were 

put to the test to see which was the strongest by 

hanging an increasing load from each bridge until 

it failed.  Mrs. Kearney hung a cup with marbles 

off each bridge to see how many marbles it could 

hold.  Lots of people had taped their bridge to the 

desks so they were hard to break!  They were the 

two experiments we did, and they were a lot of fun 

to do!   By Ciara Wallace  

 
 

County Photos 

 A ‘County Photos’ photographer came to the 

school on Monday 18th November to take class and 

family photos. The photograph proofs are being 

given out for parents to view over the next few 

weeks. People can decide whether they wish to 

purchase photos or not. There is no obligation to 

purchase photos from County Photos. 
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Anti-Bullying Week 18th -22nd November  

2nd Class/ Infants classes 

Junior & Senior Infants joined us for a session, and 

we all had fun doing a word search and colouring 

in a picture together.  We also had a great 

discussion on how we can behave in a positive 

way towards our classmates at school.  To finish 

the week each of the pupils designed a poster with 

their name on it and every child wrote a positive 

comment about the other pupils on their posters. It 

was an enjoyable activity, and all the positive 

comments were lovely to read.  

1st class/ 3rd & 4th Classes 

 

Third & Fourth classes learned about the 

importance of being a good friend during Anti-

Bullying Week. They spoke about different types 

of bullying and how we can prevent bullying in 

our classroom and in our school. Their favourite 

part of the week was having a "Buddy Afternoon" 

with First Class.  

Ms. Coughlan treated them to beautiful music 

played by her on the harp. The two groups then 

sang "The Friendship Song" together before doing 

a colouring activity together. It was a lovely end to 

Anti-Bullying Week! 

5th & 6th Classes 

5th & 6th class drew posters on the theme of anti-

bullying.  We put them up on our windows to 

remind everyone to be kind.  We also talked about 

how important it is to be friendly and not exclude 

anyone.  We talked about the ‘buddy bench’ and 

the purpose of the buddy bench is that when you 

see someone sitting on the buddy bench, to go up 

and talk to them.  We also did ‘buddy reading’ 

with the junior classes.  It was nice to read and 

chat with them. 

 
 

Swimming lessons for Senior classes  

Pupils in 4th, 5th & 6th classes will have swimming 

lessons on the 4th, 6th, 11th of December from 

11.00 am to 12.00 pm and on Monday 16th 

December 2024 from 12.00 to 1.00 pm in the 

swimming pool, at Active Ennis Leisure Complex.   

 
 

 
 

Godly Play 

 

Josephine resumed Godly Play with the senior 

classes in November. The children listened to the 

story of Moses escaping from Egypt with his 

people.  Josephine explained the meaning of 

Passover to the children and she invited them to 

taste unleavened bread which she had baked for 

them.  The children engaged in an art activity 

before sharing food together. It was lovely to be 

back at Godly Play and thank you to Josephine for 

giving her time so generously to the school. 
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Credit Union Art Competition 2024 "The Joys 

of Life 2024" 

 

Many congratulations to the following pupils who 

were prize winners in this year’s Credit Union Art 

Competition 2024 “The Joys of Life” 

The winners were  

7 and under – Olivia Chernel 

8 to 10 years – Maeve Wallace 

 

Maeve and Olivia and their families attended the 

prize giving ceremony on November 7th at 

Woodstock Hotel in Ennis. All the winning 

entrants had been asked to dress up in their Clare 

colours as a special guest was to be in attendance 

on the night.  The special guest was none other 

than Tony Kelly, Captain of this year’s All-Ireland 

Hurling Champions! Tony presented the winners 

with their prizes and took time to chat to all of 

them. It made the presentation a very special 

occasion for the children and their families.  The 

staff of St. Francis Credit Union were very 

impressed by the amazing entries that were 

submitted to the competition this year and are 

delighted to see so much creative talent within the 

community. Please log onto the St. Francis Credit 

Union website to see photos of the winners being 

presented their prizes:   

 

https://www.facebook.com/stfranciscu.ie/videos/c

ongratulations-to-all-the-winners-of-our-2024-art-

competition-check-out-some-

of/547033441277740/?_rdr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clare County Cross Country Running 

Congratulations and well done to the pupils who 

qualified for the Clare National schools Cross-

Country Running Finals on Tuesday 14th of 

November at Lees Road, Ennis.  The 

following pupils qualified and competed in the 

Finals:  
 

Hannah Forde Under 8 Girls 

Liam Vaughan  Under 8 Boys 

Elsie O' Grady Under 10 Girls 

Mia Jasinska Under 10 Girls 

Cara Dillon Under 10 Girls 

Faye Colleran Under 10 Girls 

Fiadh Hassett Under 10 Girls 

Fiadh Woods Under 10 Girls 

Cian Vaughan Under 10 Boys 

Tommy O' Connor  Under 10 Boys 

Kayden Greene Under 10 Boys 

Luke Bourke Under 10 Boys 

Jack Dillon Under 10 Boys 

Andrew Farrell Under 10 Boys 

Clodagh Moroney  Over 10 Girls 

Ryan Vaughan Over 10 Boys 

  

 

Many congratulations to the U-10 girls’ team who 

took part in the Clare National Schools Cross 

Country Running Finals. They put on a great team 

performance and secured 3rd place in the U-10 team 

event.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/stfranciscu.ie/videos/congratulations-to-all-the-winners-of-our-2024-art-competition-check-out-some-of/547033441277740/?_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/stfranciscu.ie/videos/congratulations-to-all-the-winners-of-our-2024-art-competition-check-out-some-of/547033441277740/?_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/stfranciscu.ie/videos/congratulations-to-all-the-winners-of-our-2024-art-competition-check-out-some-of/547033441277740/?_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/stfranciscu.ie/videos/congratulations-to-all-the-winners-of-our-2024-art-competition-check-out-some-of/547033441277740/?_rdr
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They are Elsie O’Grady, Mia Jasinska, Cara 

Dillon, Faye Colleran, Fiadh Hassett and Fiadh 

Woods. The girls were presented with their bronze 

medals during Assembly at school on Wednesday 

27th of November.     

 

Congratulations to Cian Vaughan who 

came in 3rd place in the Under-10 Boys category.  

 

Congratulations also to Elsie O’Grady and to 

Ryan and Cian Vaughan who represented their 

running club ‘Ennis Track’ in the Munster and All 

Ireland  National Athletics Awards. Cian and Elsie 

secured 2nd place in their respective running 

events.  

 

 
 

Parent Teacher meetings 

Many thanks to all our parents who attended the 

Parent Teacher meetings this week. Parent teacher 

meetings for Junior & Senior Infant classes will 

take place after Christmas.  

 

Hand towel for drying hands 

Parents are asked to give their child a small hand 

towel for drying hands.  This is to help reduce the 

amount of blue tissue being used in the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Crusheen National School Parents’ Association 

 

An information evening for all parents regarding 

the school Parents’ Association was held on 

Monday 18th November in the school.  All parents 

were invited to attend the meeting. The Parent’s 

Assoication AGM will be held on Wednesday 4th 

December at 7.00 pm in the school.  We are now 

seeking nominations for the role of Chairperson 

for the new PA.  If you would be interested in the 

position please email me at 

actingprincipal1@crusheennns.com.   

 

 

The parents’ representatives for the classes this 

year are: 

 

Junior Infants: Aisling Darcy 087-1245814 

Senior Infants: Olivia Hever  089 211307 

First Class: Caroline Dillon 083 3591440 

Second Class: Celina Forde 087 7720970  

Third Class: Norah Wallace 083 8444882 

  

Fourth Class: Natasha Bourke 087 1250232 

Fifth Class Norah Wallace 083 8444882 

Sixth Class: Claire Harkin 087 7582063 
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Confirmation Mass 2025  
The celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation 

will take place on Saturday 5th April 2025 at St. 

Cronan's Church, Crusheen. 

 

First Holy Communion Mass 2025 

The celebration of the First Holy Communion 

Mass will take place on Saturday 10th May 2025 

at St. Cronan's Church, Crusheen. 

 

Reminder: Arrival and Home Time 

Arrival at school is between 9.10 a.m. and 9.20 

a.m.   We ask that children do not arrive in the 

classrooms before 9.10 a.m. A staff member will 

supervise the yard and gate area.  All pupils go 

home at 3.00 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

Keeping children safe at the school gate 

Some simple things you can do to help keep 

children safe around the school gate are as follows: 

 Drive safely and obey the speed limits. 

 Park so that your child can leave the car on 

the footpath side away from traffic. 

 Pay attention to other children at the side 

and behind your car when parking, 

dropping off or setting off. 

 Park so you don’t block the flow of 

traffic or access for emergency vehicles 

(don’t double park). 

 Do not stop or park where there are 

yellow zig-zag lines along the edge of the 

road  

 Do not park in a way that would block the 

school entrance or exit, residents’ 

driveways or junctions. 

 Do not park at bus stops or private parking 

spots. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 Friday 29th November –The school will 

be closed as it will be used as a polling 

station for the General Election 2024.  

 Friday 29th November – Bingo at the 

Community Centre 

 Swimming lessons at Ennis Leisure 

Complex for 4th to 6th class pupils will take 

place on the 4th, 6th, 11th December from 

11.00 am to 12.00 pm. and for Monday 

16th December from 12.00 pm to 1.00 pm 

 

 December 8th - Christmas Fair at the 

Community Centre 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm. 

 

 December 8th – Switch on the Crusheen 

lights at 6.30 pm 

 

 December 18th.  Christmas Show -   

9: 45-10.30 2nd Class (Ms Talty) 

10.30-11.15 Junior & Senior Infants. (Ms 

Murray) 

11.15-12.00 1st class. (Ms Considine) 

12.00-12.45 4th and 5th classes (Mr 

Gantley) 

12.45-1.30   3rd and 4th classes  (Mrs 

Quinn) 

1.30-2.15     5th and 6th classes (Mr 

Millane)  

 December 19th – Piano music by Tamas in 

Community Centre.  The school has invited 

Tamas to entertain all the classes with 

some lovely piano music.  
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Thank you to the parents and businesses who 

supported Crusheen NS Christmas Sponsorship 

Card Draw 2024.  We are very grateful for all the 

spot prizes. 

The following are a list of sponsors and prizes to 

date: 

 

€100 Dunnes voucher from Brigdale Coaches 

€100 Dunnes voucher from Clare Bar supplies 

€50 Dunnes voucher from Glynns Buses 

West Coast Hamper 

Leahys Open Farm Cork – family pass 

Bunratty Castle & Folk park –  2 adults + 2 

children 

Turroe Pet Farm Day - 2 adults + 2 children 

Templegate Hotel – lunch for 2 

D’Arcy Carpets & Flooring x 2 vouchers 

€100 voucher from Clarkes Crusheen 

MAK Building Services - €150 Chadwicks 

voucher 

Active Ennis pool – family swim voucher x 2 

prizes 

The Planet – one hour bowling 

T O’Donnell – soccer ball 

€20 voucher The Snack Shack 

€25 voucher from Frank Frawleys Butcher 

The Sherwood Inn – two meals of choice 

€50 voucher Lady Gregory beauty & wellness 

Parent Hamper 

Hamper sponsored by Parent 

Cliffs of Moher x 3 family pass spot prizes 

Supermacs €20 voucher 

Hi Maintenance Hair & Beauty spot prize 

Paul Martyn Hair Studio – €30 voucher 

Burrenside Oil x 2 €50 vouchers 

Molloy Butchers voucher 

Le Chéile, Hassetts Bar voucher 

Moher Hill Farm pass,  

Zest €25 voucher 

Burren Inn €50 voucher,  

Oliver Taaffe Hamper 

Bumblebee Creations x 2 spot prizes, 

 Salon Glow gift set 

Fota Wildlife Park day visit for 2 adults & 2 

children 

Fogartys Pub - Hamper 

Gearoid O’Donnell spot prize, 

 Giftworks spot prize 

Tony McMahon Electrical spot prize 

Fine Wine – spot prize  

Conor Engineering spot prize 

Anne Drumm Massage  

Venture Out,  

Freya Spot Prize 

Pirtek – 2 x €100 Dunnes vouchers  

Emma Crochet Creations voucher 

2 x Hair @ Cabin vouchers  

Parent Dunnes Stores voucher 

Mary Jo Duffy spot prize  
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Liffey Mills spot prize 

Carraig Donn spot prize 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


