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SCHOOL ASSEMBLY

School Assembly

All our pupils and staff gathered on a bright Spring
morning for Assembly on Thursday 27th. Mr.
Millane welcomed everyone to the gathering. He
complimented the pupils for their good behaviour
on yard and in the classroom. He reminded pupils
how important it is to be kind and respectful to
others and to include everyone in their games at
break times.

Mr. Millane congratulated the two teams who
represented our school in the Credit Union Quiz
earlier this month. Both teams did very well. The
U13 team came in 6t place in County Clare. The U11
team came in 2 place. That is a great achievement,
and we are all very proud of them. The U13 team
members were Sinéad, Michael, Ciara and CJ.

The U11 team members were Elsie, Gearéid, Kayden
and Cara.

Mr. Millane congratulated the winners in the local
Community Games Art and Handwriting
competitions. The names of all the winners are
included in this newsletter.

Mr. Millane congratulated our Irish dancers who
took part in the All-Ireland Irish Dancing
competitions which were held in Killarney recently.
They are Clodagh, Faye, Arwen, Hannah, Emily and
Sarah, Erin, Pearl. It is a big achievement to
participate in a dancing competition at this level and
the girls all did very well.

Mr. Millane also congratulated Dylan Flaherty who
recently won 1st place in the West Clare Feis for
playing the tin whistle. It is lovely to see our pupils
developing their talents in many ways. Mr. Millane
also wished the 21 class pupils and their teacher Ms
Talty well at the ‘Féile Scoildramaiochta’ which was
to take place in Glor, Ennis later that same day. Go
neiri go geal libh!

Finally, the teachers gave out ‘Dalta na Miosa’ and
Handwriting certificates to pupils from each class.
They were all very deserving winners, and it was
lovely to hear how our pupils are working so well in
class and being kind and helpful at school. Maith
sibh!

Daltai na Miosa

Junior Infants: Sienna Greene

Senior Infants: Aaron Fitzgibbon

1st Class: Tadhg Wallace & Annabelle Meaney

2nd Class: Rian Murphy & Hannah Forde

3rd Class: Maeve Wallace & Donnagh O’Doherty
4t class: Landon Morrish

4th Class: Emily McMullen & Cillian O’Donnell

5th Class: Darragh Donnellan & Gear6id McNamara
6th Class: Luke Hanrahan & Nadia Guilfoyle

Handwriting Awards

Junior Infants: Emma O’Malley

Senior Infants: Holly Gallagher

1st Class: Dylan Flaherty & Maccon Moloney
2nd Class: Pearl Drumm & Ellie Danaher

3rd Class: Manuela Bento Xavier

4th Class: Robyn Moran

4th Class: Bianca Alves & Fiadh Woods

5th Class: Ella O'Donnell & Fiadh Hassett

6th Class: Clodagh Moroney & Sinéad O’Reilly
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Godly Play
Thanks to Nicola for facilitating Godly Play this

week. Nicola read the parable of “The Good
Shepherd’ to the junior classes. The shepherd
always guides the sheep to the good grass and takes
care of them. In the same way, God is there to take
care of us and guide us every day. We enjoyed our
Godly Play and had a lovely treat afterwards.
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Crusheen National School Welcome Coffee
Morning

Thank you very much to the Parents’ Association
who organised the ‘welcome coffee morning’ today
Friday 28t February. A total of €485 was raised to
date. Thank you to all the parents who donated
baked goods and supported the coffee morning. We
will let the Parents’ Association know where this
money is spent.
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Crazy Hair Day Fundraiser

We held a "Crazy Hair Day" on Friday February 14th.
The pupils enjoyed getting creative with their hair
styles for the day and letting their inner ‘wild child’
show! We saw many wild and wacky hairstyles in all
the classrooms. The Parents Association would like
to thank everyone for getting involved in this
fundraiser. A total of €267 was raised. Thanks to
all our pupils and parents for supporting this
fundraiser. We will let Parents’ Association know
where this money is spent.
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OurClassBook

Our Class Book

All our pupils are excited to participate in the ‘Our
Class Book’ project this year. Pupils in each
classroom will soon be working on their class book.
This is a great opportunity for them to take on the
role of author and illustrator as every child will
contribute a page of writing and an illustration or
picture to the class book. We hope to have the class
books published by the end of April.
Parents/guardians can pre-order a copy of their
child’s class book via Aladdin Epayment. The cost is
€13 for a soft copy and €18 for a hard copy per
book.




Child Safeguarding 2024 /2025 - February 2025
The Board of Management of Inchicronan Central
NS. has reviewed the school’s Child Safeguarding
statement and Risk Assessment. Please note that
the following documents have been forwarded to
the Crusheen N.S. Parents Association and are also
available to view on our school website:
1. Notification regarding the B.0.M. review of
the Child Safeguarding statement
2. Checklist for review of the Child
Safeguarding statement
3. Child Safeguarding statement and Risk
Assessment.

Staff Professional Development

The school will close at 12.30 pm on Tuesday 8th

April to facilitate staff professional development.
Pupils from infants and their siblings can be
collected from the school gate at 12.20pm. Pupils
from all other classes can be collected at 12.30pm.
The same times will apply for the half day on April
11th for the end of term.

CLARE

Cumann na mBunscol Camogie

On Thursday 13th February the 4th and 5th class
girls travelled to Ennis N.S. to take part in an indoor
camogie tournament. We played the Holy Family
N.S., the C.B.S. and Ennis N.S. First, we played the
Holy Family N.S. and we won this game. Our second
game was against Ennis N.S. This was a very
competitive game and ended in a draw. In our third
game, we played against C.B.S. This game also
ended in a draw. We were happy with our
performance on the day and look forward to playing
more games very soon.

Cumann na mBunscol Handball

Best of luck to Landon Morrish 4th class in the ul1
Clare Cumann na mBunscol Handball competition in
Clarecastle Handball alley on Tuesday next 4th
March.

Cumann na mBunscol Girls Football

On Friday 14th February, the 5th & 6th class girls
travelled to Newmarket to play in a Gaelic football
tournament. Our first match was against Scoil Na
Maighdine Mhuire. It was a very tough match, and
we lost by a few points. The second match was
against Gaelscoil Donncha Rua from Shannon. This
was another competitive game and this time we won
by two points. The girls who were overage played in
a sub match against Scoil Na Maighdine Mhuire and
they won that game too.
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Marion Keane Basketball tournament

On Wednesday the 12th February, the 5th and 6th
girls travelled to Gurteen to play Doora N.S.,
Barefield N.S. and Gaelscoil Ciosdg. In the first
match we played Doora N.S. This was a tough match,
and we lost by a few points. In the second match we
played Gaelscoil Cioség. This match was very tight
and we were unfortunate to lose by two points. In
our final match we staged a good comeback against
Barefield N.S. and won by a point. We enjoyed
taking part in the competition and it was a good
experience for us.

By Nadia & Sophie 6th class

On the 12th February, the boys in 5th and 6th class
travelled to Gurteen to take part in the Marion
Keane Basketball tournament. We played Gaelscoil
Ciosog and after a challenging match, lost by a single
point. In our second match, we played Doora N.S.
We were unlucky with some of our shots and lost by
a few points. In our final game we played a strong
Barefield N.S. team who beat us by a few points.
Overall, we had a great day out and we hope to come
back stronger next year!



Fire Drill

As part of our health and safety policy, we
implement a fire drill at school every term. A fire
drill took place at our school on Wednesday 19th
February. All the pupils lined up in the designated

area on the playground and their teachers took a roll

call. When the ‘all clear’ was given pupils and staff
re-entered the school. It is important that pupils
understand the procedures which take place in the
unlikely event of a fire breaking out in the school
building.
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Féile Scoildramaiochta

Well done to Ms. Talty and the pupils in 2nd class
who took part in the ‘Féile Scoildramaiochta’ at Glor,
Ennis on Thursday 27t February. The pupils had an
opportunity to go onstage in Glor and perform in a
drama ‘as Gaeilge’ - An Garbhan (The Gruffalo)
There was great support for them in Glér with many
family members coming along and they all enjoyed
being part of the Féile Scoildramaiochta an Chlair.
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Say Yes to Languages’ ISL

Pupils in the senior classes will take part in the ‘Say
Yes to Languages’ Irish Sign Language module this
term. The programme will be delivered within the
normal school timetable over a ten-week period.
They are looking forward to learning how to
communicate with people who have impaired
hearing using Irish Sign Language (ISL) Their tutor
Helen is looking forward to working with them.

sea SUSTAINABLE

ENERGY AUTHORITY
Energy workshop

OF IRELAND
Mile buiochas le hAine Ni Fhlatharta, local energy
workshop facilitator for An Taisce and SEAI who
facilitated workshops with some classes on
Wednesday 26 February. Pupils explored the topic
of ‘energy and sustainability’ in a fun and interactive
way. The workshops involved classroom games,
online quizzes and experiments. Pupils enjoyed
learning about Living things, Energy and Forces and
Environmental Awareness. We look forward to
having Aine return to facilitate more workshops on
this important topic in the future.
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WELLNESS WEDNESDAY

Wellness Wednesdays

As part of our School Self Evaluation, we are
promoting Wellbeing among pupils, their families
and staff. We have decided to run "Wellness
Wednesday" in each classroom on the first
Wednesday of each month.

This will involve each class having an evening off
traditional homework and an opportunity to engage
in some "Wellness Homework". If your family has
time and would like to engage in one of the
following activities on "Wellness Wednesdays"
evening, here are some ideas:

. Walk with your family and pet

. Play hurling or some other sport

. Go for a cycle with your family

. Read a book or visit the library

. Visit some family or neighbours

. Help at home

. Play with your toys or board games
. Watch a movie

. Cooking/ Baking

. Outdoor games like tag or hide and seek
. Drawing

. Look at family photos

We hope all families will enjoy engaging in these
activities on ‘Wellness Wednesdays’!

World Book Day -

Dress up and Donate towards
extending school library

Celebrate World Book Day! Dress Up as Your
Favourite Book Character! =

On Thursday, 6th of March, we’ll be celebrating
World Book Day at school. We invite everyone to
unleash their imagination and creativity and dress
up as their favourite book character! Whether it's
the heroic Harry Potter, the adventurous Matilda, or
the mischievous Charlie from Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, we are looking forward to seeing
many interesting and fun characters at school on the
day!

This year the theme of the festival is to invite
children to ‘Read Your Way’. Research shows that
children often that feel reading is something they
must do, rather than something they choose to do.
‘Read Your Way’ encourages everyone to let go of
reading pressures and expectations and empowers
children and young people to have fun discovering
reading on their own terms. Go to the World Book
Day website for more information.
https://www.worldbookday.com/celebrating-
world-book-day/

End of school year Assessment

A reminder to parents/guardians that the
standardised tests in literacy and maths for pupils in
Senior Infants class to 6th class will take place
during the two weeks of May19th and 26th. Itis
important that children attend school during these
two weeks to complete these assessments.
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The Stay Safe Programme

Stay Safe Programme

All classes will be engaging in a personal safety
education programme called ‘Stay Safe’ which will
be implemented this term.

The Stay Safe programme is part of the Social,
Personal and Health Education curriculum which all
primary schools are required to implement. Co-
operation between parents and teachers is essential
to the success of this programme. Parents/
guardians can familiarise themselves with the
content of the Stay Safe lessons at:

www.staysafe.ie /teachers/resources.htm.

Please contact your child’s class teacher if you wish
to discuss the programme further.

CREATIVEHUT

2024 /25 Analog Devices Primary School
Robotics Competition.

Analog Devices (ADI) has announced the expansion
of its highly successful Primary Schools Robotics

Competition, now reaching all across Munster, with
nine Clare primary schools set to join in on the fun.

The STEM-inspired competition has now expanded
to include schools within a 50km radius of ADI’s
Raheen campus.

Students from participating schools across these
counties are currently receiving complimentary
robotics workshops, aiming to inspire the next
generation of engineers and problem-solvers and
prepare them for the fun competition.

Pupil Report
On Wednesday ‘Learnit’ Cork visited 5t & 6th class

to facilitate a workshop which introduced us to the
exciting world of robotics. We were encouraged to
work as part of a team, express our creativity,
problem solve and have fun while also learning key
STEM principles. During the workshop there were
teams of three pupils and each team took turns
using the lego kit and laptop. Each team had an
opportunity to build and program a robot. We built
arobot called ‘the submerger’ which was named
after an Irish diver who lost his hand in a diving
accident. Using the laptop, we could add music to
the Robot. We all enjoyed taking part in the
workshop. At the end of the session, a school
winner was chosen. Well done to Darragh
Donnellan, Ciara Wallace, Ciara O’Connor & Gearoid
McNamara who will now progress to the next stage
of the competition which will take place in Limerick
next month.

By Ryan Holian & Joey Woods

https://www.clarelive.ie /news /local-
news/1732092 /nine-clare-national-schools-to-
take-part-in-stem-inspired-robotics-
competition.html

COMHAIRLE CONTAE AN CHLAIR
CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL

Libraries

Clare Libraries News and Events

De Valera Library Events

Poetry and Film with Pat Boran - Friday 7 March,
16:00 - 17:00

Nicola’s Book Club - Saturday 8 March, 15:00 - 16:00
Tickets FREE from Gloér box office on 065 6843103.
The Ennis Book Club Festival is supported by the
Arts Council of Ireland.
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The Home Energy Saving Kit

The Home Energy Saving Kit is a toolkit that helps
you save energy at home. It was developed by
Dublin’s Energy Agency Codema and is now
available to borrow from libraries in Clare.

The award-winning Home Energy Saving Kit is
available to borrow, free of charge, from over two
hundred public libraries across Ireland. The kit
contains five tools to help you measure how your
home is using energy, where energy might be
escaping and how you can make easy changes to

2025. Parents can download our enrolment forms
on our school website
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39
308169 /schoolenrolmentapplicationform crusheen
ns 2026.pdf
and
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39
308169/des pod letter to parents 2025 2026 crus
heen ns.pdf Please email or post enrolment forms to
the school. Alternatively, you can contact the school
at 065 6827183 or email

start saving right away. For more information on the crusheen@crusheennns.com. to have an enrolment

Home Energy Saving Kit, log on to the following

websites: https://www.codema.ie/our-work/home-

energy-saving-Kkit
https://clarelibraries.ie /services/home-energy-

saving-Kits/

Ennis Book Club Festival
Ennis Book Club Festival is scheduled to take place
from Friday 7 to Sunday 9 March 2025.

The annual event
brings together
book club
members and
readers for a
variety of
activities,
including author
| readings,
discussions and
workshops. The
2025 festival will
feature a vibrant programme of live events and
activities for book lovers of all ages, providing

i

Ennis Book
Club Festival

opportunities to engage with your favourite authors.

https://ennisbookclubfestival.com/events-2025/

Crusheen N.S. is now accepting enrolments of
children who will be starting school in September

form sent to you.

Trocaire

TOGETHER FOR A JUST WORLD

Trocaire boxes have been distributed to pupils at
school. We would like to thank Catherine Brigdale of
the Crusheen Parish Pastoral Council for visiting the
school this week to talk to the pupils about the
wonderful work of Trdcaire in different parts of the
world. Families are invited to support Trocaire’s
appeal this year. Parents can return Trocaire boxes
to the school or alternatively give them to Fr. Des
before or after Mass in the weeks leading up to
Easter. Please log on to Trdcaire’s website to learn
more about Trécaire’s work worldwide.
https://www.trocaire.org/

T

Reconciliation Holy €0 union Confirmation

Sacrament of First Confession 2025

The celebration of the sacrament of First Confession
for children preparing to celebrate Communion for
the first time will take place on Tuesday 11th
March 2025 at St. Cronan's Church, Crusheen at
6.00 pm.



https://www.codema.ie/our-work/home-energy-saving-kit/
https://www.codema.ie/our-work/home-energy-saving-kit/
https://clarelibraries.ie/services/home-energy-saving-kits/
https://clarelibraries.ie/services/home-energy-saving-kits/
https://ennisbookclubfestival.com/events-2025/
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/schoolenrolmentapplicationform_crusheen_ns_2026.pdf
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/schoolenrolmentapplicationform_crusheen_ns_2026.pdf
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/schoolenrolmentapplicationform_crusheen_ns_2026.pdf
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/des_pod_letter_to_parents_2025_2026_crusheen_ns.pdf
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/des_pod_letter_to_parents_2025_2026_crusheen_ns.pdf
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/des_pod_letter_to_parents_2025_2026_crusheen_ns.pdf
mailto:crusheen@crusheennns.com
https://www.trocaire.org/

First Holy Communion Mass 2025
The First Holy Communion Mass will be celebrated

Boys u/12
1. Cillian O'Donnell

on Saturday 10th May 2025 at St. Cronan's Church, 2. Kayden Greene

Crusheen at 11.00 am.

Confirmation Mass 2025

The celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation
will take place on Saturday 5th April 2025 at St.
Cronan's Church, Crusheen at 11.00 am.

Family Masses:
Thanks to Fr. Des for his celebration of the family

Masses with the families of the pupils who will
receive the sacraments of First Holy Communion
and Confirmation this year. Thanks also to the
Mass readers and to Nicola, Aine and the Crusheen
Youth Choir for their participation in the Masses
which add so much to the liturgy. The Family
Sacrament Masses for First Holy Communion and
Confirmation candidates will continue on the
following days:

e Sunday March 9t at St. Cronan’s Church,
Crusheen at 9.30 a.m.

e Sunday March 30t at St. Cronan’s Church,
Crusheen at 9.30 a.m.

Crusheen Tubber Ballinruan Community Games

Well done to all the pupils who competed in the
Crusheen Tubber Ballinruan Community Games
Art and Handwriting competitions.

Handwriting
Girlsu/10
3. Mia Jasinska

Girlsu/12
1. Cara Dillon
3. Holly Hever

Girlsu/14

1. Eili Hanrahan

2. Clodagh Moroney
3. Ciara Wallace

Boysu/10

1. Danny McMahon

2. Donnagh O'Doherty
3. Fionn O'Grady

3. Cian Vaughan

Boysu/14

1. C] O'Doherty

2. Patrick Mulkere
3. Ryan Vaughan

Art

Girlsu/8

2. Keela Kenny
3. Edie Drumm

Girlsu/10
3. Mia Jasinska
4. Katie O'Donnell

Girlsu/12

1. Elsie O'Grady

2. Cara Dillon

3. Manuela Bento Xavier
4. Holly Hever

Girlsu/14
1. Sinéad O'Reilly

Boysu/8
1. Cian D’Arcy
3. Alex O'Connor

Boysu/10

1. Rian Murphy

2. Donnagh O'Doherty
3. Donnacha O'Sullivan

Boysu/12

1. Tommy O'Connor
2. Conall O'Dea

3. Michael O'Reilly

Boysu/14
1. Patrick Mulkere
2. CJ O'Doherty.
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Crusheen National School Parents’ Association
The school Parents’ Association committee is:
Joint Chairperson: Anne Drumm /Claire Harkin
Joint Treasurer: Dirk Ludwig/Zara Noone
Secretary: Eilis Thompson

Parents Association email

crusheen.ns.pa.committee@gmail.com

Please note that the parents’ representatives for
the classes this year are:

Junior Infants: Aisling D’Arcy 087-1245814
Senior Infants: Olivia Hever 089 211307

First Class: Caroline Dillon 083 3591440

Second Class: Celina Forde 087 7720970

Third Class: Norah Wallace 083 8444882

Fourth Class: Natasha Bourke 087 1250232

Fifth Class Norah Wallace 083 8444882

Sixth Class: Claire Harkin 087 7582063
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The Parents’ Association would like to bring your

attention to the following dates for the remainder of

the school year.

These events are opportunities for the school
community to come together, to have fun, to make
happy memories and raise vital funds to help cover
school expenses and resources.

February:

28th - Coffee Morning in Community Centre,
donations welcome on the day.

A chance for parents to come together in an
informal way, to meet up, eat cake and chat.

March:

6th - World Book Day - Dress up and Donate €2
towards extending the school library.

Small prize for best dressed pupil in each class.

21st - Favourite Jersey Day - €2 per child for the
Joe Slattery Fund for Future Care. An opportunity
to share your love of sport with your classmates.

April:

11th - Family Friendly Disco. Time to be
confirmed.

Family Fun before Easter Holidays. Come along,
dance the evening away and show off your best
dance moves with the kids.

Spot prizes for best dance moves!

June:

Date to be Confirmed

Wellness Walkabout - A family friendly event with
emphasis on enjoying the beauty of the locality,
encouraging exploring our local environment and
taking time to exercise!
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mailto:crusheen.ns.pa.committee@gmail.com

Crusheen NS - Upcoming School Events

March

April

Visit of the ‘Liam McCarthy Cup’ to school
on Monday 3r4 March

Tuesday 4th March Cumann na mbunsocl
Boys Football in Gurteen (4%, 5th & 6th Class
boys)

Wednesday 5t March Girls camogie blitz in
Crusheen GAA pitch (4th, 5th, & 6th class girls)

May

June

Tuesday 8th April - The school will close at
12.30 p.m. for staff training.

The school will close on Friday 11th April at
12.30 p.m. for the Easter break and will re-
open on Monday 28t April.

The school will close on Monday 5th May
First Holy Communion Mass will take place
on Saturday 10th May in St. Cronan's Church,

Crusheen.

Standardised Assessments will take place
during the two weeks of 19th and 26t of May.

The school will close on Friday 30th May

The school will close on Monday 2nd June
and Tuesday 3rd June and will re-open on

Wednesday 4th June.

Summer Holidays

Thursday 6t March - World Book Day
Dress Up Day

Sunday March 9th Family Mass at St.
Cronan’s Church, Crusheen at 9.30 a.m.

Tuesday 11th March - First Confession-
Sacrament of Reconciliation for 2nd class
pupils at St. Cronan's Church, Crusheen at
6.00 pm.

The school will close on Friday 14th March
and Monday 17t March for the St. Patrick’s
Day celebrations.

The school will close on Wednesday 25th
June at 12:30pm.

Road safety

4 AN\
4 R AN

Keeping children safe at the school gate

Sunday March 30th at St. Cronan’s Church,
Crusheen at 9.30 a.m.

Saturday 5t April - Confirmation Mass in
St. Cronan’s Church, Crusheen at 11.00 a.m.
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Some simple things you can do to help keep children
safe around the school gate are as follows:

Drive safely and obey the speed limits.

Park so that your child can leave the car on
the footpath side away from traffic.

Pay attention to other children at the side
and behind your car when parking, dropping
off or setting off.



e Park so you don’t block the flow of traffic or
access for emergency vehicles (don’t double
park).

e Do not stop or park where there are yellow
zig-zag lines along the edge of the road

¢ Do not parkin a way that would block the
school entrance or exit, residents’ driveways

or junctions. MULTI ACTIVITY
e Do not park at bus stops or private parking EASTER & SUMMER
spots. CAMPS
Headlice Ennis — Easter Camp Ennis-|SummerCamps
1 oldiste Muire Coldiste Muire
Please find attached a useful link on how to deal oy Ifr: A"::ril 2025 70— 11% July 2025 VISIT OUR

with lice 9:30am - 3:30pm 14™— 18" july 2025 WEBSITE
. 9:30am-—3:30pm
https://www.schooldays.ie/articles /Dealing-with-

head-lice 3 -y S VENUES

NEAR YOU
w

Aladdin

Update contact details on Aladdin

Keeping parents/guardians informed of all that is
happening in our school community is very
important to us. Please check your child/children’s
details to ensure they are correct. Please inform the
school if you have moved address or changed
contact number. Please email us at
crusheen@crusheennns.com if you are not receiving
school notifications.
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CREATIVEKEYSPIANOSTUDIO
An easy and crealive way to learn piano

PIANO LESSONS

NOW OPEN

083 203 5150

CHERNELPIANOSTUDIO@GMAIL.COM
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