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Mile Buiochas

As we come to the end of a very busy first term of the
school year, 1 would like to acknowledge the wonderful
work of the many people who have supported our
school this term.

Many thanks to our parish priest Fr. Des, who is a
regular visitor to our school. We would like to thank
him for his pastoral work with the pupils who will be
receiving the sacraments of First Holy Communion and
Confirmation next year.

Sincere thanks to Mary O’Donnell and the Pastoral
Council for making the parish Church available
whenever it is needed by the school.

Thanks to Josephine Kearney and Nicola Johnston for
facilitating ‘Godly Play ‘and ‘Children’s Eucharistic
Adoration’ during the past term.

Thanks to Nicola Johnston and Aisling D’ Arcy for
supporting the school with the celebration of Mass this
term.

We are very fortunate to have the use of the
Community Centre and the Board of Management
would like to thank Geraldine and the Committee for
facilitating the school’s use of the Community Centre
when needed.

We are very grateful to the parents who have come to
the school to coach GAA skills this term. The pupils
have really enjoyed the coaching sessions and look

forward to improving their hurling & football skills
again next term.

Thanks also to the parents who supported us with the
supervision of pupils attending swimming classes,
athletics, football and school trips this term.

A final word of thanks to the parents for their support
during the first term of this school year. We very much
appreciate their commitment to the school regarding
fundraising for school resources, excursions and other
school related expenses.

On behalf of the whole staff, | would like to wish our
pupils, families and school community a safe and
happy Christmas and we look forward to welcoming
you back to school in January 2025.

Nollaig faoi Shéan agus faoi Mhaise Dhaoibh go léir!

Mr Millane

School Assembly

We held our final school assembly of 2024 on Friday
20" of December. Everyone was excited and looking
forward to the Christmas holidays. Mr Millane
congratulated everyone on their wonderful Christmas
plays. The Christmas concert was a great success this
year! Mr Millane also commended the pupils on the
hard work being done at school and for being respectful
and kind and doing their best to include everyone in
their games at playtime. Certificates were then
presented to worthy students for ‘Dalta na Miosa’.
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Finally, Mr Millane wished everyone a safe and happy
Christmas and we look forward to welcoming them
back to school in January.

—

Daltai na Miosa
Junior Infants: Colleen McMahon

Senior Infants: Avril Linnane

1st Class: Ian O’Donnell & Oran Johnston

2nd Class: Caleb Williams & Rita Mulkere

3rd Class: Lily Keehan & Donal Og Dillon

4th Class: Theresa Mulkere, Ellie Horgan & Conall
O’Dea

5th Class: Ella O’Donnell & Ciara O’Connor

6th Class: Sarah Harkin & Emily Griffin
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Christmas Concert 2024

Our Christmas Concert took place at the Community
Hall on Wednesday, the 18th of December. Many
thanks to all the school staff who prepared the pupils
for the plays. The Community Centre was the perfect
setting for our Christmas Concert. We are very
appreciative to the Community Centre Committee for
facilitating us and for ensuring that the stage was set up

and ready for the plays. Thanks also to Tim Collins for -

organising the microphones on the stage. Our pupils
certainly enjoyed the preparations, and every class put
on a great performance on the day!

The classes performed the following plays:

‘A Present for the Baby’ was performed by Junior
and Senior Infants. (Ms Murray)

‘A Midwife Crisis’ was performed by 1st Class (Ms
Considine)

‘The First Christmas’ was performed by 2nd class.
(Ms Talty)

‘The conversion of Mrs. Scrooge’ was performed by
3 and 4" classes (Mrs Quinn)

‘Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf* was
performed by 4" and 5" classes (Mr Gantley)

‘Lights, Camel, Action’ was performed by 5™ and 6"
classes (Mr Millane)

Thank you to those who attended our Christmas
Concert and made the day special for us all.

Keeping Childhood Smartphone Free

We hope the Smartphone Free Charter is proudly

displayed in many homes, supporting parents in

keeping their children safe online. As Christmas

approaches, many children will receive new devices,

games, and tech toys. Here are some safety tips to help

make informed choices and support children online:

- Before purchasing new tech, research devices and

games, check age ratings, and ensure content is

suitable. Familiarise yourself with privacy settings

and block potential online risks.

Explore games and apps together, so your child feels

comfortable discussing online safety with you.

Set up anti-virus software, filters, and parental

controls. Keep communication open; regularly ask

and check what your child is doing online.

Establish rules for internet use, including limiting

screen time and sharing personal information.

Remind children of the Smartphone-Free Charter

which many families have agreed to: No

smartphones or social media in primary school, and

respect video game age ratings

For more advice, visit:

»  www.webwise.ie/news/tips-for-safe-smart-device-
use-for-children-this-christmas/

« www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/ (guide for
setting up parental controls)

Wishing you a happy and safe Christmas, both on and

offline!

Dermot & Norah @ safterinternetcrusheen@gmail.com
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Late Late Toy Show Treat Box’

We would like to thank everyone who supported the
recent ‘Late Late Toy Show Treat Box’ school

fundraiser. A total of €750 was raised. Well done and Travelling Christmas Crib

thank you Natasha for organising this fundraiser.

Aiseanna S T i
Swimming

Swimming lessons for pupils in the senior classes
ended this week. The pupils all enjoyed the lessons,
and have improved their skillset and confidence in the
water. We would encourage them all to continue to
practice their swimming skills under supervision over
the Christmas holidays and in the months ahead.

Christmas Recital

We were delighted to welcome Tamas Chernel, music
teacher and father of Olivia, to the school this week to

play some festive tunes on his keyboard for the pupils.

Pupils really enjoyed hearing him play and they sang
and clapped along to many of our favourite Christmas
Carols. Some of Tamas’s piano students also
entertained us with some beautiful Christmas tunes.

The Travelling Crib is based on a tradition which
started in Mexico called "Posada.” It involves having
the figures of Mary and Joseph travel from home to
home around the parish, staying for one night in each
home. Families of pupils in our school are invited to
take part in the “Travelling Crib’ this Christmas.
Everyone is invited to bring ‘Mary and Joseph’ into
their home for one night as they look for a place to stay
before the birth of Baby Jesus. The crib will contain
knitted Nativity figures of Mary and Joseph, as well as
a candle, holy water, a rosary beads and some treats.
Included also will be a folder containing the rota, some
prayer suggestions and blank sheets so that the children
can draw a picture if they wish. On the following day
the “Travelling Crib’ is passed on to the next home. If
you are interested in hosting the ‘travelling crib’ at
your home, please contact Josephine at 086 8810889.

Crusheen National School Parents’ Association
The school Parents’ Association committee is:
Joint Chairperson: Anne Drumm /Claire Harkin
Joint Treasurer: Dirk Ludwig/Zara Noone
Secretary: Eilis Thompson

Well done to Jared, Sitn, Donnachadh, Cara, Oran and Parents Association email:

Olivia on their wonderful performances. We are very
grateful to Tamas for taking the time to come and
entertain us in the Halla this Christmas!

parentsassociationcrusheen@gmail.com
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Please note that the parents’ representatives for the
classes this year are:

Junior Infants: Aisling D’Arcy 087-1245814

Senior Infants: Olivia Hever 089 211307

First Class: Caroline Dillon 083 3591440

Second Class: Celina Forde 087 7720970

Third Class: Norah Wallace 083 8444882

Fourth Class: Natasha Bourke 087 1250232

Fifth Class Norah Wallace 083 8444882

Sixth Class: Claire Harkin 087 7582063

Say Yes to
Languages

Primary Sampler Module

Say Yes to Languages

Pupils in 3" to 6th classes are looking forward to the
‘Say Yes to Languages’ programme returning next
term. More information will be available after
Christmas.

Crusheen NS is now taking enrolments for children
who will be starting school with us in September 2025.
Parents can download our enrolment forms on our
school website
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/
schoolenrolmentapplicationform_crusheen ns 2026.pd

f

and
https://www.crusheenns.net/uploads/3/9/3/0/39308169/
des pod letter to parents 2025 2026 crusheen ns.pd

f

and email/post the forms to the school. Alternatively,
you can contact the school at 065 6827183 and request
to have an enrolment form sent to you or you can email
crusheen@crusheennns.com.
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Confirmation
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Reconciliation Holy €o! union

Confirmation Mass 2025

The celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation will
take place on Saturday 5th April 2025 at St. Cronan's
Church, Crusheen

First Holy Communion Mass 2025

The celebration of the First Holy Communion Mass
will take place on Saturday 10th May 2025 at St.
Cronan's Church, Crusheen.
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7 Public Health

A0 HSE Mid-West

Public Health HSE Mid West: Free pop-up
nasal spray flu vaccine clinics for children

Dr Mai Mannix, Area Director of Public Health,
HSE Mid-West, has circulated a notice to all
families encouraging parents to avail of free nasal
spray flu vaccines for children, aged 2 to 17 years,
amid an increase in flu in the Mid-West region.
HSE Mid-West will hold pop-up clinics for parents
who may have missed an appointment with their
GP or pharmacy. The nasal spray vaccine remains
free through GPs and pharmacies. The notice was
sent on Aladdin and is also attached to this
newsletter.

Visit www.hse.ie and search for flu finder to find a
participating pharmacy offering the children’s
nasal spray flu vaccine.

For more information about the children’s nasal flu
vaccine visit hse.ie/flu.
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Christmas Raffle

Many thanks to the parents who organised this
year’s annual Christmas Sponsorship card draw for
the school. It was another great success, and the
Board of Management would like to sincerely
thank the sponsors of all the spot prizes. A total of
€4,300 was raised to date. We are also very
grateful to Pat O’Donnell & Co. who donated
€500 to the fundraiser.

The raffle took place at the Community Hall on
Wednesday 19" December at 3.15 pm. Many
congratulations to all the winners and we wish
them well with their prizes! The list of prize
winners is attached to this newsletter.

mily Time

at Your Library
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Family Time at Your Library

The Family Time at Your Library events aim to
support a family-focused approach to reading with
children as part of the national ‘Right to Read’
programme. Free family events and activities take
place in libraries during the month of December to
increase awareness of the benefits of reading and
to promote reading as a fun recreational activity for
children. Check out the following link for fun
activities at your local library
https://clarelibraries.ie/strand/family-time-at-your-

library
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St. Stephen's Day S &
Thursday26th Decenber 2024 s/
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Registration: 11am/1pm start
Childrens Tractor Run 12pm

Auction to follow at Whelans Pub
Raffle /Refreshments/Ceol & Craic
[ater that evening at Clarkes Pub

d w
o Vintage Vehicles/Trucks also Welcome



“COME PLAY-A TUNE,

* DANCE.OR SING A“SONG
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CREATIVEKEYSPIANOSTUDIO
An easy and creative way to learn :iano

MAKING PIANO LESSONS
MORE ENJOYABLE

Creative Keys Piano Studio provides
quality piano lessons by integrating a
variety of teaching methods, styles,
activities and modern technology
covering all genres from JAZZ, BLUES,
GOSPEL, to POP CONTEMPORARY

An effortless and creative way to learn
piano with personalized attention,
practical training, positive
encouragement from BEGINNER
to ADVANCED level

ENROLL NOW!
For more information please visit
www.creativekeyspiano.com
email

chernelpianostudio@gmail.com



